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Unity of the Criticisms of Civil Society, Politics and Religion:
Re-examining the Inner Logic of On the Jewish Question

ZHOU Yang
(School of Marxism, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: In On the Jewish Question, Marx contended that civil society presupposes the emergence of state,
and is negated by the state. However, civil society will in turn incorporate state and its negative activities into
itself, and construct its own ideology (religion) by transcending the state. Therefore, On the Jewish Question
is not a religious critique or a purely political critique, nor is it merely a critique of civil society. Marx com-
bined the criticisms of civil society, politics and religion, and then launched the latter two criticisms within
the former. Logically, Marx, on the one hand, corresponded the structure of “civil society-state integrated
with civil society-civil society integrated with state” to the form of “particularity-individuality-universality”
of the “syllogism theory” of Hegel’s science of logic. On the other hand, he pointed out that both “state inte-
grated with civil society” and “civil society integrated with state” are the false sublations of “the separation
of civil society from state”.

Keywords: Marx; On the Jewish Question; particularity; individuality; universality; state; civil society
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