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The Essential Features and Original Contribution of Chinese Modernization from the
Perspective of Historical Materialism

HUANG Jian-jun WANG Ruo-qi

( School of Marxism, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875 )

Abstract: In world history in terms of historical materialism, the process of modernization has a compound mode, namely
capitalist modernization and socialist path to modernization, demonstrating the diversity of modernization modes. As a development
path in the course of human history, Chinese modernization has both the universal and the particular features of modernization.
In terms of universality, Chinese modernization shares the essential common attributes with other modes of modernization: it is
a transformation from the traditional agricultural society to the modern industrial society and from the natural economic mode to
the market economy. In terms of particularity, Chinese modernization has its unique and specific essential attributes, which are
embodied in the choice of non-capitalist road, its being led by an advanced party, the parallel development modes and the people-
centered nature. Unlike Western modernization, Chinese modernization is, in the final analysis, the socialist modernization under
the leadership of the Communist Party of China. It has broken the myth that “Modernization = Westernization” and resolved the
modernization paradox of capitalism. By providing an alternative of socialist modernization and creating a new form of human
advancement, Chinese modernization makes unique contribution to the progress of human civilization.

Key words: Historical Materialism ; Modernization ; Chinese Path to Modernization ; Essential Features ; New Form of
Human Civilization
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